
Sunday, May 24, 2020   Rose of Sharon Baptist Church 

1 
 

 

 

"Letters from Lockdown: Practical Advice from Paul in Prison, Endure Hardship" 

Senior Pastor Jeff McCarthy 

2 Timothy 2:3-4, 7-10 (NKJV) 

3 You therefore must endure[a] hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4 No one engaged in warfare entangles himself 
with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 

7 Consider what I say, and [a]may the Lord give you understanding in all things. 8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of 
David, was raised from the dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of 
chains; but the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect; that they also may 

obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 

 
Intro: Today, as we continue our sermon series: Letters from Lockdown: Advice from Paul in Prison, we are going to look 
at a passage from 2 Timothy. This is one of the personal letters, and has been called his most intimate letter. In fact, it is 
the last letter he will write before his execution. It is the second letter that Paul writes to Timothy. 
 
Paul first met Timothy about 14 years earlier at the beginning of his second missionary journey. Timothy is a young 
believer and Paul allows him to go with him on his journeys. He becomes a constant companion and co-worker with 
Paul.  
 
Paul says this about Timothy in Philippians 2:20-22: “I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares about your 
welfare. 21 All the others care only for themselves and not for what matters to Jesus Christ. 22 But you know how 
Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has served with me in preaching the Good News.” 
 
Timothy eventually becomes the pastor of the church of Ephesus two years before Paul writes this letter to him. Paul 
knows that being a Christian is hard. He knows that being a pastor is also hard. He wants to encourage Timothy, and 
those he leads, to endure hardship. In chapter 2:1-2 Paul says:  “Timothy, my dear son, be strong through the grace that 
God gives you in Christ Jesus. 2 You have heard me teach things that have been confirmed by many reliable witnesses. 
Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be able to pass them on to others.” 
 
Then he tells him in verse 3: “Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” The NKJV says “you 
must therefore endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” So the advice we are looking at today is this: Endure 
Hardship. We want to apply it to our situation today, as we have all had to learn to endure hardship these last few 
weeks. 
 
Today is fitting and timely too since this is the Sunday before Memorial Day and as we reflect on those who paid the 
ultimate sacrifice. Let’s look at Paul’s advice to Timothy, his church, and to us, as we endure hardship, specifically today, 
as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+2%3A+3+-4%2C+7+-+10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29831a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+2%3A+7+-+10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-29835a
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I. Paul’s Advice Begins with an Illustration of Enduring Hardship as a Soldier (3-4) 
  
 As believers, we should expect to endure hardship 
  
 “A Good Soldier” 
  
 1 Timothy 1:18 NLT & NKJV 
  
 1 Timothy 6:12 NLT 
 
 Ephesians 6:10-20 NLT & the Message 
 

II. Paul’s Advice Continues with the Example of the Enduring Hardship of Jesus for Us (7-8) 
 
 Vs 7 NLT & NIV 
 Jesus was raised from the dead 
 
 Hebrews 12:1-3 NLT 
 
 1 Peter 2:19-24 NLT 
 

III. Paul’s Advice Ends with his Experience of Enduring Hardship for the Gospel (9-10) 
 
 “I endure… that they also may obtain salvation…”  
 
 Vs 10 NLT 
  
 Col. 1:23-25 NLT 
 
 2 timothy 1:7-12 NLT 
 
 2 timothy 3:10-12 NLT 
 
 The WORD of God is not chained!!!! 
 
 Vs 9 NLT 
  
  


